
2024-2025 IRW Seminar Schedule 
Knowing Otherwise:  

Haunting, Conjuring, and Spectral 
Encounters 

 
September 12: Opening Session 
  
September 19: Readings  

September 26: Readings  

October 3: Guest Presentation – Leah 
DeVun  
 
October 10: IRW Distinguished Lecture 
with Tithi Bhattacharya  

 
October 17: Smruthi Bala Kannan  
“Specters in Public Health and Childhood: 
Plural Discourses of Hygiene and Adolescent 
Children’s Relational Experiences in Tamil 
Nadu, India”  

Respondent: Shelley Zhang 
 
October 24: Tyler Carson  
“Skeletons in the Closet: Queer Debates on 
Intergenerational Sex in the United States, 1978-
1994”  

Respondent: Asli Zengin 
 
October 31: Public Engagement Workshop 
with Brendane Tynes (“Podcasting”) 
 
November 7: Asli Zengin  
“Death in the Margins: Politics of Graveyards, 
Ghosts and Mourning” 

Respondent: Julia Stephens 
 
November 14: Public Engagement 
Workshop with Angelique Haugerud 
(“How to Take Your Scholarly Article to 
a Wider Audience”)  
 
November 21: Fernanda Villarroel 
Lamoza  
“Refiguring the Feminine: Reparative Art 
Practices from The Black Atlantic” 

Respondent: Evelyn Autry 

November 28: No meeting – 
Thanksgiving   
 
December 5: IRW Distinguished Lecture 
with Deborah Thomas  
 
January 30: Zeynep Gürsel  
“Portraits of Unbelonging: Photography, the 
Ottoman State, and the Making of Armenian 
Emigrants” 

Respondent: Fernanda Villarroel Lamoza 
 
February 6: Evelyn Autry  
“Transit Memories as Haunting: Andean 
Indigenous Women’s Led Activism and Protest 
in the Peruvian Diaspora”  

Respondent: Zeynep Gürsel 
 
February 13: LaTiana Ridgell  
“The Politics of Black Girl Hair: Reimagining 
Black Girl Consumers in the 1990s Hair Relaxer 
Advertisements”  

 Respondent: Victoria Ramenzoni 
 
February 20: Anna Lynn Tom 
“Rewriting of/on Women’s Bodies: New 
Visualities and Feminist Art in India”   

Respondent: Smruthi Bala Kannan 
 
February 27: Public Engagement Workshop 
with Arlene Stein (“Writing Books for 
General Audiences”) 
 
March 6: Knowing Bodies Spring 
Conference  
 
March 13: Victoria Ramenzoni  
“The Witch as a Form of Resistance: Gender-
based Sanctions, Rituals, and Institutions among 
Endenese Women, Eastern Indonesia”   

Respondent: Meheli Sen 
 



March 20: No meeting – Spring Break 
Readings  
   
March 27: Public Engagement 
Workshop with Brittney Cooper  
 
April 3: Sara Perryman 
“Ghosts in the Machine’: AI Writing 
Technologies and the Spectral Student”  

Respondent: LaTiana Ridgell 
 
April 10: Julia Stephens  
“Haunted Visions: Sightings in the Archives of 
Colonial South Asia” 

Respondent: Sara Perryman 
 
April 17: Meheli Sen 
“Gods and Monsters: Regional and Non-human 
Others in Contemporary South Asian Media” 

Respondent: Anna Lynn Tom 
 
April 24: Shelley Zhang 
“After the Cultural Revolution: Ethnographic 
Refusals, Intergenerational Trauma, and 
Transpacific Performance” 

Respondent: Tyler Carson 
 
May 1: Final Seminar Session – wrap up 
 
  

 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conveners:  
Chie Ikeya 
Director, Institute for Research on Women  
    
Sarah Tobias  
Executive Director, Institute for Research on  
Women  
 


